NOTICE OF MANDATORY SEMINAR — EDMONTON

The Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta has issued the following

Practice Note:

“1.

This Practice Note applies to proceedings under the Divorce Act and the Family
Law Act where the parties have co-habited and live in Bonnyville, Brooks, Calgary,
Camrose, Edmonton, Edson, Fort McMurray, Grande Prairie, Hinton, Jasper,
Lethbridge, Lloydminster, Medicine Hat, Peace River, Red Deer, Slave Lake and
Wetaskiwin or within 150 kilometres of any of those cities or towns.

Every Plaintiff in an action for divorce and every applicant in an application for relief
under the Family Law Act where child support, custody, access, parenting or
contact is an issue must attend the Parenting After Separation seminar within three
months of filing the Statement of Claim or application. In the Brooks, Camrose,
Hinton and Jasper areas the time within which to attend the seminar is four
months. A certificate of attendance must be filed with the Clerk of the Court.

Where the parties live within the Judicial Districts of Calgary and Edmonton and
within 150 kilometres of these cities no application for interim support for children,
custody of, access to, parenting of or contact to children under the age of 16 shall
be brought before the party bringing an application first attends Parenting After
Separation. A certificate of attendance must be presented to the Clerk of the Court
prior to filing an application.

However, in situations where there is an application being brought:

a. for interim custody or parenting incidental to an ex parte restraining order
where there is domestic violence,

b.  where kidnapping or abduction of a child has occurred, or

C. where a unilateral change in de facto custody of a child has taken place,
the Applicant may bring an application without first attending but is required to
attend the course within two weeks of filing the application, and must have

registered in the course and provided the proposed date of attendance to the Clerk
of the Court prior to filing any documents for the application.



10.

The Plaintiff or Applicant must serve upon the Defendant or Respondent to any
action or application a “Notice of Mandatory Seminar” in the prescribed form at the
same time as the Statement of Claim or originating document is served.

The Defendant or Respondent to any such action must attend the Seminar within
three months of being served with the Statement of Claim or originating document
except for Brooks, Camrose, Hinton or Jasper, where they must attend within four
months of being served. A certificate of attendance must be filed with the Clerk of
the Court.

Any party to an action for divorce or any other proceeding when custody, access or
child support is in issue who lives within 100 kilometres of the following towns:

Hanna
High Level
Lac La Biche

and who is not covered by paragraph 1 of this Practice Note must attend at the
local office of Alberta Child and Family Services Authority to view a video version of
the Parenting After Separation seminar within 3 months of filing a Statement of
Claim or application or being served with either of them.

Before an action can be set down for trial, proof of attendance by the party setting
the action down for trial must have been filed.

Any party who does not attend and has not been exempted may be subject to
having his or her pleadings struck or may be refused the right to make submissions
on an application or at trial.

There is no requirement to take this course where the children are all 16 years of
age or over.

There may be other extraordinary cases where an exemption from attending the

course will be granted and these cases will be dealt with on an individual basis
upon application to the court.”

Amended: July 1, 2005

Effective: October 1, 2005



This notice must be served on the Defendant or Respondent to a Divorce Act or
Family Law Act proceeding where there are children under the age of 16 years at the
same time that the originating document is served. Proof of service must be filed. The
second copy of this notice is to be retained by the Plaintiff or Applicant.

To attend the course, areservation must be made by
telephoning (780) 413-9805.

The seminar is divided into two parts and attendance is required at both classes. Classes are
held either Tuesdays and Thursdays commencing at 7:00 p.m. on the Third Floor of the Law
Courts Building, 1A Sir Winston Churchill Square, Edmonton. There is also a full day Saturday
class once a month commencing at 9:00 a.m. There is also a separate class one Saturday each
month for women living in a shelter, or have a restraining order, no contact provision as a term
of interim release, or a peace bond.

Parents are not required to take the class together.

Registration telephone numbers for other centres which may be more convenient

are:

Brooks 403-504-8026 Lethbridge 403-320-4232
Calgary 403-440-3833 Lloydminster 780-853-8130
Camrose 780-679-1240 Medicine Hat 403-504-8026
Canmore 403-609-3743 Peace River 780-624-6256
Drayton Valley 780-514-2204 Red Deer 403-343-6400
Edmonton 780-413-9805 Slave Lake 780-523-6600
Edson 780-865-8280 Spruce Grove 780-962-7583
Fort McMurray 780-743-7136 St Paul / Bonnyville | 780-645-6324
Grande Prairie 780-538-5340 Stony Plain 780-963-8583
Hinton 780-865-8280 Westlock 780-349-5253
Jasper 780-852-2117 Wetaskiwin 780-361-1258
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